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he adds two details of his own. One is that Sebastian intended to establish an English colony in Peru, and the other that he put three hundred men on shore in the far north "in the direction of Iceland", where the cold killed nearly all of them. Dates meant nothing to Andre Thevet3 and my own conjecture is that these last items refer to projects of the reign of Edward VI. By that time Sebastian Cabot was again in England devising schemes of expansion to relieve economic distress by finding new markets for English cloth. Now in the period 1551-3 the Duke of Northumberland considered a plan to raid the Spanish colonies in Peru in co-operation with the French corsairs who had already been pillaging the West Indies for a generation. It was the exploit afterwards performed by Drake in 1578-9, although Northumberland proposed to attack Peru by way of the Amazon basin. At the earlier date the idea came to nothing, and all we know of it is by a letter in which Sebastian Cabot betrayed it to Charles V.1 Some consultation with the French is obviously indicated, and it is possible that Thevet and Cabot were employed in the negotiations. In another passage in his book2 Thevet speaJb of the land on the south side of the Straits of Magellan and says that he has heard about it from a certain English pilot "a man as much esteemed and experienced in sea affairs as one could find", who has been in the strait. Was that man Sebastian Cabot? It is very probable. He had not been in the Straits, but he had been near them in 1526, and must have learnt all the Spanish information about them. Thevet calls him an Englishman, and there was no other English pilot available who, to our present knowledge, had been anywhere near these southern regions. It certainly looks as though Thevet met Cabot in England and, in retailing the Peru project in 1558, was speaking of quite recent history. In any event there could have been no Peru project under Henry VII, for the name and the country were alike unknown. As for three hundred men frozen in the north, that may be another of Thevet's anachronisms, for Sebastian Cabot was Governor of the company which sent out Sir Hugh Willoughby to perish in Russian Lapland in 1553. There were not three hundred men engaged, and Sebastian did not go with them, but it is near enough for our cosmographer-royaL The number is probably an echo of Gomara and Peter Martyr.
With the Tratado of Antonio Galvano, published at Lisbon in 1563, we are faced with a much simpler and less delirious muddle. Galvano says that in 1496 a Venetian named Sebastian Cabot approached Henry VII
1  Navarette, Coleccidn de documents intditos, VoL m, p. 512. The letter is dated Nov. 15, r554> but Northumberland had been executed in August, 1553.
2  P, 292 of the modern edition by P. Gaffarel, Paris, 1878.